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10 MOSBY IN THE VALLEY 
Just what impact did “Mosby’s Confederacy” have on the 
Civil War? A look at the clash between Mosby and 
Sheridan is instructive-—James A. Ramage 


24 ALL THE TRUMPETS SOUNDED 


An appreciation of Bruce Catton, the man who launched 
the Civil War publishing boom—Stephen W. Sears 


33 “SHOOT IF YOU CAN BY ACCIDENT” 


Death lists issued by Major General Robert H. Milroy 
included the names of both men and women suspected of 
aiding Tennessee guerrillas. 

Michael Bradley and Milan Hill 


48 “THEY FOUGHT CONFOUNDED PLUCKY” 


For the green troops of the Heavy Artillery, the Battle of 
Harris Farm was a bloody initiation into combat. 
Gordon C. Rhea 


66 EVERY CONDITION OF HORROR 
During George McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign, the 
army’s provision for the wounded was woefully 
“Mosby in the Valley” inadequate. Fortunately the dedicated men and women of 
the Sanitary Commission were on hand... 
Nancy S. Garrison 


79 TRUE TO THE UNION 


Men had mixed motives for joining the Ist and 2nd Texas 
(Union) Cavalry, and their war record was mixed too. 
James Marten 
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“All the Trumpets Sounded” 
President Gerald Ford presenting 
Bruce Catton with the Medal of Freedom. 
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18 MONTANI SEMPER LIBERI 
The story of how the northwestern counties of 
Virginia became the new state of West Virginia, a 
process which Thaddeus Stevens described as 
“unconstitutional but necessary” 
—Ed Steers, Jr. 


34 MR. DAVIS’ MAILBAG 
Like his counterpart in Washington, Jefferson 
Davis received letters from cranks, critics, 
patriots, and poltroons.... 
—Lynda Crist 


44 ORDNANCE AND LOGISTICS: THE FAILURE OF 
CONFEDERATE ARTILLERY AT GETTYSBURG 
In relying on the artillery to pave the way for 
Pickett’s Charge, the Confederates faced 
problems both with the guns themselves and 
with logistics. 

—Richard Rollins 

99 REASON DETHRONED 
Loyalty to the Union could be a dangerous thing, 
as Texans in Gainesville found to their cost. 


— Karen Gerhardt 


74 A REFLECTION OF THEIR OWN IMAGE 
The recruits of the 154th New York were “spoiling 
for a fight. Yet not all their contacts with the 
enemy were hostile 
—Mark H. Dunkelman 
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14 NUMBERS AND LOSSES IN THE ARMY OF 
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
During May and June of 1864, Robert E. Lee 
received over 30,000 reinforcements; but he also 
suffered far higher losses than previously 
believed. —Alfred Young 


33 “SHANKS”: PORTRAIT OF A GENERAL 


Alcoholic, arrogant, and insubordinate. So runs 


Collection of the Birmingham Museum of Art 


General Nathan G. Evans 
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the conventional portrait of Confederate general 
Nathan George (“Shanks”) Evans. Recently 
accessed family papers show another side to the 
picture. —Jason H. Silverman, Samuel N. Thomas, 
and Beverly D. Evans IV 


47 THUNDER AT CHANTILLY 
Did the counterattack at Chantilly really save the 
Union army? —John Hennessy 


61 THE SECRET YANKEES 
Deep in the heart of the Confederacy, in the city 
of Atlanta, there existed a secret circle of Union 
loyalists. — Thomas G. Dyer 


75 REVERE THE EMPEROR, EXPEL THE 
BARBARIANS 
In mid-1863 a little known naval action off Japan 
threatened to embroil the U.S. in a foreign war. 
—Theodore P. Savas 
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TREACHERY IN FLORIDA 

Nowhere were loyalties more confused than in Taylor 
county, Florida, where William Strickland—Confederate 
soldier, Union ranger— was shot by firing squad just 
weeks before Lee surrendered .... —Pat Imbimbo 


THE FAILURE OF THE CONFEDERATE 
ARTILLERY IN PICKETT’S CHARGE 


No amount of heroism on the part of the Confederate 
infantry could overcome the shortcomings of their 
artillery on July 3, 1863 ....—Richard Rollins 


“FORMIDABLE ONLY IN FLIGHT?” 


An analysis of numbers, attrition, and morale in the 
Atlanta Campaign reveals that Joe Johnston’s strategy was 
based on a false premise. But that does not mean he was 
a bad general. —Steven H. Newton 


“MANY ARE ... DELIGHTED” 


Two hitherto unpublished diaries, penned by soldiers 
returning to their homes in North Carolina, offer an 
interesting perspective on the last days of the 
Confederacy. —John Coski 


68 INTO THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH 


In the opinion of the majority of the survivors of the 
Corcoran Legion—the Army of the Potomac’s “second 
Irish brigade”—the predawn charge at Cold Harbor 


should never have been made. —Kevin M. O’Beirne 
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A cartoon showing Grant whipping Lee 
in the June 11, 1864 “Harper’s Weekly.” 
(“Lee vs. Grant,” page 40) 
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THE GENERALSHIP OF ROBERT E. LEE 


Lee emerged as the Confederacy’s premier general, whose 
offensive strategy was vital to the maintenance of the South’s 
morale—Gary W. Gallagher 


DEMOLISHING THE MYTH 


Robert E. Lee failed to understand the grand strategic needs 
of the Confederacy, and his offensive style of operations 
bled the Confederacy of men and lost the South its chance 
of independence—Alan Nolan 


LEE, PRESCIENCE, AND THE OVERLAND CAMPAIGN 


The Overland Campaign reveals clearly that prescience— 
the ability to discern one’s opponents’ moves in advance— 
was not one of Lee’s strong points; but decisive action in 
the face of the unexpected was—Gordon C. Rhea 


LEE’S QUEST FOR THE BATTLE OF ANNIHILATION 
Lee’s offensive strategy was appropriate up until Gettysburg, 
but he failed thereafter to adapt to the new situation facing 
the Confederacy—Peter Carmichael 


“AS STUPID A FELLOW AS | AM....” 


The real genius of Lee was that he clearly grasped the 
Confederacy’s strategic needs, and resolutely pursued the 
only course which held out hope of victory. 

— Joseph L. Harsh 


HOW GREAT A CAPTAIN? 


To what extent can we now draw up a balance sheet of Lee’s 
strengths and weaknesses as a military commander? 
—Keith Poulter 
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12 THE RIGHT OF SECESSION 


The writers of the Constitution were heirs to a seven 
hundred year legal tradition concerning remedies for 
breach of contract. Viewed in this light the states did have 
a right of secession. —Kent Masterson Brown 


Independence National Historical Park 


26 AN EARLIER BRIDGE TOO FAR 
In World War II Operation Market Garden, the attempt 
to outflank the German defenses in the west, was later 
characterized as “a bridge too far.” Eighty years earlier 
another general had a similar problem...... —Philip Bolté 


~—_) 34 THE VEILED LADY 

The spotlight seldom shines upon successful spies, 

a point made point by the history of the mysterious 
Sarah Slater.... —James O. Hall 


45 CUT TO PIECES AND GONE TO HELL 


The aftermath of the Battle of Poison Spring was a 
gruesome reminder that “war is hell.” —Gregory J.W. Urwin 


59 LEE: THE TWILIGHT YEARS 
Robert E. Lee's behavior in the years remaining to him 
Stee after the Civil War cast a revealing light on the man and 
National Hotel, Washington, D.C. on how he thought Southern whites should react to the 
(“The Veiled Lady,” page 34) reality of defeat. —Pat Brennan 


TOeeNTN TE) 74 FIRE IN THE STREETS 
sities aere Bi The preliminaries to the Battle of Fredericksburg 

> eae included a vicious fire fight in the streets and an orgy 
of destruction. —George C. Rable 


DEPARTMENTS: . 


“Signing of the Constitution” 
(“The Right of Secession,” page 12) 


Library of Congress 


4 Editorial 73 DoYou Know? 
= 6 Crossfire 73 N&S Back Issues 
5 8 Knapsack 73 Cover Story 
| 22 Civil War Society 87 Briefings 
© 72 CWS Back Issues 97 Classified Ads 


Section from “Fredericksburg” Map 
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Jefferson County Museum 


Detail from “Blackburn’s First Plot” 
(“Risking the Wrath of God,” page 59) 
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“REBELLION THUS SUGAR-COATED” 


In 1860 secessionists undertook to negate the result of the 
presidential election and to guarantee the permanent 
existence of slavery by claiming a unilateral right to 
withdraw from the Union. President Lincoln denounced 
this as an “ingenious sophism.” —John Y. Simon 


GLORY DENIED: FIRST DEEP BOTTOM 


In July 1864 general-in-chief Ulysses S. Grant entrusted 
an important operation to Winfield Scott Hancock and 
Philip H. Sheridan. The resulting First Battle of Deep 

Bottom was a grave disappointment. —Bryce Sudarow 


THE LINCOLN ASSASSINATION REVISITED 

New evidence regarding the assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln should not be lightly dismissed. 

—William Hanchett 


BLACK SLAVERY, WHITE LIBERTY 

The prewar conflict in “Bleeding Kansas” was not so 
much about black slavery, as about the liberty of whites. 
—Nicole Etcheson 


59 RISKING THE WRATH OF GOD 


During the Civil War Dr. Luke Blackburn attempted to 
create yellow fever epidemics in northern and northern- 
occupied cities. The Reverend Kensey Johns Stewart, a 
senior member of the Confederate Secret Service, warned 
Jefferson Davis that such operations risked the wrath of 
God; but the operations still went forward. 

—Edward Steers, Jr. 


74 GALLOPING THUNDER 


The Stuart Horse Artillery Battalion carved for itself a 
record that could stand with that of any artillery unit in 


any army, North or South. —Robert J. Trout 
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